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The California Rice Commission (CRC) appreciates the interest of the Rice Research Board 
(RRB) to participate, as one of several sponsoring organizations, by providing matching 
funds for this ongoing, innovation Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) project to 
develop a voluntary, incentives-based program to ultimately be able to strategically use 
California rice fields to help salmon runs in the Sacramento Valley. 
 
Since the Year 1 sponsorship agreement between CRC and RRB was signed, CRC and the UC 
Davis Research Team have been very busy setting the stage set for Year 1 fieldwork, which 
shifted into high gear in Fall of 2021.  Here are just a few scenes, of many, of fieldwork 
going on as of mid-January 2022: 
  

 
 

 



 
 
Activities Update 
 

 Hired a post-doc to lead the overall project. 
 Hired a grad student to work with the post-doc on daily activities and 

management. 
 Hired a Junior Specialist to assist with fieldwork. 
 Selected three field sites for Year 1 work. 
 Ordered all supplies and equipment for Year 1 work, including juvenile salmon 

acoustic telemetry (JSAT) tags, passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags, and PIT 
receivers. 

 Presented proposal and previous findings to California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) several times. 

 Successfully acquired the Scientific Collecting Permit from CDFW. 
 Successfully acquired 12,000 fertilized salmon eggs from Coleman National Fish 

Hatchery. These fish have been successfully reared to fry and fingerling size at UC 
Davis. 

 Presented previous findings at the Almond Conference. 
 Presented proposed Phase II work to the California Rice Research Board. 
 Submitted an abstract on Phase I work to the annual meeting of the Society for 

Freshwater Science. 
 Acquired a California Endangered Species Act Memorandum of Understanding 

(CESA MOU) with CDFW, on January 10, 2022, that provides for take coverage 
and other regulatory considerations. 

 Submitted a fully developed Project Description to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), on October 27, 2021, as the basis for them to issue a Biological 
Opinion to CRC/NRCS to provide for take coverage and other regulatory 
considerations which we are expecting to receive from NMFS in late-January 
2022. 

 Prepared all three fields for participation in the 2021-22 fieldwork. 
 Placed fish cages in two project sites and have introduced JSAT fish into each one. 
 Performed predator sampling in the Borrow Canal where the hatchery fish will be 

released. 
 Introduced 7,000 hatchery fish into one of the project fields. 

 
 
 
 

 


